APPENDIX 1
G

i 9.29 Thése areas do not represent the only areas in the reglon where habitat enhancement
* will be feasible, and does not preclude hahbitat enhancement and creafion where this
would meet local targets and other benefits, such as green space in urban areas.

9,30 The areas of strategic opportunity for blodiversity improvement In Diagram NRM3 are
based on key habitat types, but within each area the distribution and nature of existing
habitats and designated sites must be taken Into account, The key strategic habitats
comprise:

I.  lowland heath and acld grassland, where there are major opportunities for restoration
and re-creation of habitats on sand and gravel including heathfand acld grassland,
acid woodland and bog

i.  chalk downs whare there are opportunities to restore, re-create and mahade chalk
grassland; chalk woodland and species-rich scrub '

ill. woodland, where there.are concentrations of important woodland habltats which
could be restored, enhanced and re- connected and where other key habitats
including grassland, wetland and heath could be restored

) iv. wetlands (including coastal and floadplain grgzing marsh, reed beds, inter-tidal

‘ mudflats and saltmarsh) where wet grassland, reed bed, fen, open water and wet

woodland habitats could be restored and re-created and where coastal realignment
could help to re-create Inter-tidal habitats., -
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The Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA)Is desxgnated under Eurcpean
Directive 79/409/EEC because of its populations of three heathland species of birds —
Dartford Warbler, Nightjar and Woodlark.” This designation covers parts of 15 local
authority areas and three counties and is likely to have a major impact upanthe potential
for development within these areas and others adjoining it. See following diagram showing
local authority boundaries, 400m and 5km zones:
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Natural England has identified that net additional housing development {residential
institutions and dweliings) up to 5km from the designated sites is likely to have a significant
effect (alone or in combination with other plans or projects) on the integrity of the SPA.
Initial advice from Natural England is that an exclusion zone of 400 metre linear distance
from the SPA is appropriate. The district level housing allocations for the sub-region
presuppose that an effective approach to dealing with the efiects of development on the
SPA can be found. Local authorities that are affected by the designation should deal, in
their LDDs, with the Issue of the effects of development on the SPA, and put forward a
palicy framework to protect the SPA whilst meeting development requirements. The
focus of this policy Is on aveldance and mitigation of the effects of residential development.
This does not obviate the need for possible Habitats Regulation Assessment on other
forms of development.

Nor do the provisions of this policy exclude the possibility that some residential schernes
(and, in particular, relatively large schemes) either within or outside the 5k zone might
require assessment under the Habitats Regulations due to a likely significant effect,
alone or in combination with other plans or projects, and subject to advice from Natural
England.

Applications for all non-residential development will need to be subject to Habitats
Regulations Assessment where they are likely to have a significant adverse Impact on
the integrity of the Thames Basin Heaths SFA.

. To assist local authoritles in the preparation of LDDS and to enable development fo come

forward in a timely and efficient manner, Policy NRM8 sets out the exient of mitigation
measures required, based on current evidence. The evidence available indicates that
effective mitigation measures should comprise a combination of providing suitable areas
for recreational use by residents to buffer the SPA and actions on the SPA to manage
access and encourage use of alternative sites. Such measures must he operational prior
to the occupation of new residential developments to ensure that the Interests of the
SPA are not damaged. Local Authorities and Natural England will need to co-operate
so that the effect of mitigation measures can be monitored across the SPA.
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